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WELCOME

At CLTA, my staff and I take great pride in helping our officers to run one of the leading trade associations for 
title insurers and underwritten title companies in the country.  

Both the CLTA staff and our officers never forget that the association has a heady tradition of representing 
the title industry since 1907.  Every year, we strive to manage the association in a way that will ensure CLTA 
survives and grows to reflect an ever-evolving industry.  

Behind CLTA stand our member and affiliated companies.  Behind all of those companies stand thousands 
of employees who serve customers-clients throughout the largest and most diverse state in the country.  
While it is an awesome responsibility knowing so much is at stake as we face various legislative, regulatory, 
and other challenges every year, knowing that we are fighting for an invaluable industry makes the efforts 
worthwhile.

At the end of the day, we hope you feel that we have earned your trust and support of CLTA.  On behalf of the 
CLTA Officers and Board, we thank you once again for your continued support of the title industry and the 
association and we look forward to fighting the good fight for another year.

Best Regards,

Craig C. Page
Executive Vice President
and Counsel
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New Member Title Companies
Administration: 

Three new title companies were approved as regular members by the CLTA Board of Governors this year: 

• Corinthian Title Company is headquartered in San Diego and conducts business in the following 
California counties: San Diego, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura. 
Corinthian received its license from the California Department of Insurance in 2008.

• Real Advantage Title Insurance Company, which conducts business throughout the entire State of 
California, is headquartered in Santa Ana. Real Advantage received its license from the California 
Department of Insurance in 2014.

• Westminster Title Company, Inc. is a national title agent with its California operation based out of 
San Ramon, CA. Westminster Title Company received their license from the California Department of 
Insurance in 2004.

The CLTA staff regularly reaches out to non-member title companies operating in California promoting the 
value of CLTA membership. 

CLTA Budget
Administration: 

The CLTA remains focused on being a strong and effective association in the most populous state in the 
nation, while being sensitive to the demands placed on its members. Every year, the title industry is faced 
with regulatory, legislative and political challenges, requiring the CLTA to aggressively respond to protect 
the interests of our members. Our goal continues to be an efficient organization and to that end the 
CLTA has kept its budget lean.  This year’s budget increased only 1% from last year and dues remained 
unchanged.
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CLTA Online User Portal Expanded
Administration: 

The CLTA continued to expand the role of its “Online User Portal” this year. The portal enables members 
to create and use individual login credentials to access key member functions, such as the purchasing 
of products or registering for events, updating contact information, and gaining entry (with a valid 
subscription) to the online versions of CLTA publications, such as the CLTA Policy and Endorsement Forms 
and CLTA Manual. 

CLTA Launches Updated Website
Administration: 

The CLTA launched a newly updated website with an updated, mobile-friendly layout. The updated site also 
offers an integrated individual login to the newly expanded CLTA Online User Portal, which offers access to 
an online store, CLTA publications, and event registrations.

The newly designed CLTA website offers a mobile-friendly layout and direct integration with 
the updated CLTA Online User Portal.



POLICY & ADVOCACY



Coalition in Support of PACE 
Financing Reform

Policy & Advocacy:

The California Land Title Association joined a number of state and national trade associations, including 
the California Bankers Association (CBA) and California Association of Realtors (CAR), in a coalition 
supporting federal legislation to implement consumer protections in PACE financing.

The legislation, sponsored in both the House and Senate and dubbed the “Protecting Americans from 
Credit Entanglements Act of 2017”, would require federal Truth-in-Lending Act (TILA) requirements and 
considerations for PACE loans, including the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s “Ability-to-Repay” and 
“Know Before You Owe” rules, as well as Home Ownership and Equity Protection Act standards.  
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CLTA Participates in Presidential 
Transition Workgroup

Policy & Advocacy:

Beginning in November 2016 and running through January 2017, CLTA Executive Vice President and 
Counsel Craig Page participated in the American Land Title Association  “Transition Workgroup”, which 
was established to share information on the transition of the incoming federal administration; build 
relationships with transition and incoming administration staff; and discuss policy changes being promoted 
as priorities of the administration and their affects on the title and settlement industry.  

CLTA Participates in CLRC Study on 
Transfer on Death Deeds

Policy & Advocacy:

The California Law Revision Commission conducted a follow-up study in early 2017 on a tentative 
recommendation to make clear that the recordation of a Frequently Asked Questions page is not required 
in order for a transfer on death deed to be valid and that such a rule would apply retroactively. The CLTA 
gathered comments from its members on the tentative recommendation for submission to the CLRC in 
May. 
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Electronic Recording Delivery System 
Advisory Committee

Policy & Advocacy:

CLTA participated in the California Attorney General’s ongoing Electronic Delivery Recording System (ERDS) 
Advisory Committee, which examines a number of issues related to electronic recording, including liability 
coverage, types of documents, types of submitters, and technology requirements.

Coalition Opposed to Expansion of Prevailing 
Wage to Private Residential Construction

Policy & Advocacy:

The California Land Title Association joined a large coalition of trade associations, including the California 
Bankers Association (CBA) and California Association of Realtors (CAR), opposed to legislation that would 
have eliminated the residential exemption from prevailing wage rates, making private, market-rate residential 
development a public work project for which a prevailing wage would be paid. 

Subsequent amendments removed the current residential prevailing wage exemption only in those cases where the 
project is built pursuant to an agreement with a redevelopment agency or successor agency.

Remote Electronic Notarization
Policy & Advocacy:

A nationwide workgroup, including CLTA members and staff, convened from late 2016 into Spring 2017 
to discuss issues related to Remote Electronic Notarization. The workgroup established a set of industry 
principles to help guide remote electronic notarization legislation, developed talking points to communicate 
the importance of legislation covering this issue, and provided feedback on various state bills on remote 
electronic notarization that were introduced at the time.

Separate and apart from national efforts pertaining to remote eNotarization, in February 2017 the CLTA 
Forms and Practices Committee established a sub-committee on eNotarization, which was tasked with 
reviewing and recommending changes to California statutes regarding eNotarization, including remote 
eNotarization.
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CLTA Leads Coalition Opposed to 
Recording Fee Legislation

Policy & Advocacy:

Having successfully defeated recording fee proposals in years past, the CLTA is leading a coalition in 
opposition to Senate Bill 2 (Atkins), which would impose a fee of $75 on the recording of each real estate 
document, except those documents exempt from recording fees. The fee would not exceed $225.00 per transaction. 
However, a transfer of an owner-occupied residential property transfer or a transfer subject to a documentary 
transfer tax would be  exempt from the higher fee. The additional revenues would be directed towards affordable 
housing.

Participation in National Title 
Insurance Conferences and Events

Policy & Advocacy:

Throughout the year CLTA Executive Vice President and Counsel Craig Page and CLTA Officers, attend and 
participate in national conferences, including the American Land Title Association Advocacy Summit and 
the ALTA Annual Convention (“ALTA ONE”). The CLTA represents the California title insurance industry during 
these events and provides input and feedback on national matters from a California perspective.
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Pending Legislation
Legislation:

BILL STATUS NOTES

AB 1070 (Gonzalez 
Fletcher):
Solar energy 
systems: contracts: 
disclosures.

AB 1070 would require the California Public Utilities 
Commission to develop a methodology to calculate and 
present electric utility bill savings to a customer that 
must be used by PACE vendors, installers, and financing 
entities. It would also require the Contractors’ State 
Licensing Board to develop a solar energy disclosure 
document that companies must provide to consumers 
prior to completion of a sale, financing, or lease of a 
solar energy system. The bill would also require a three-
day right to cancel a contract for a solar energy system.

CLTA in support. Awaiting 
hearing in first fiscal 
committee.

AB 199 (Chu):
Public works: private 
residential projects.

As originally drafted, AB 199 would have eliminated 
the residential exemption from prevailing wage rates, 
making private, market-rate residential development a 
public work project for which a prevailing wage would 
be paid. 

Subsequent amendments removed the residential 
prevailing wage exemption only in those cases where 
the project is built pursuant to an agreement with a 
redevelopment agency or successor agency.

CLTA amendments accepted. 
CLTA is neutral on the 
legislation as amended.

SB 2 (Atkins):
Recording Fees

SB 2 would impose a fee of $75 on the recording
of each real estate document, except those documents 
exempt from recording fees The fee would not exceed 
$225.00 per transaction. However, a transfer of an 
owner-occupied residential property transfer or a 
transfer subject to a documentary transfer tax would be  
exempt from the higher fee. The additional revenues 
would be directed towards affordable housing.

CLTA opposed. CLTA leading 
opposition coalition, including 
developers and others.

AB 82 (Medina):
Vital records: 
diacritical marks.

AB 82 would require the State Registrar to require the 
use of diacritical marks to be properly recorded on a 
certificate of live birth, fetal death, or death, and  a 
marriage license. The author’s office agreed to CLTA 
amendments that state that an incorrectly recorded or 
missing diacritical mark does not affect the validity of 
an otherwise properly recorded document. 

CLTA amendments accepted. 
CLTA is neutral on the 
legislation based on pending 
amendments.
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Pending Legislation (cont.)
Legislation:

BILL STATUS NOTES

SB 721 (Hill):
Contractors: decks 
and balconies: 
inspection.

SB 721 would require a property owner to conduct an 
inspection of decks, balconies, and elevated walkways 
more than six feet above ground level in a building 
containing three or more multifamily units. CLTA has 
worked with the author’s office to remove language 
that would have required inspection reports to be 
recorded with the county recorder, as well as language 
that would have created a secret lien. Amendments are 
pending.

CLTA neutral once 
amendments are adopted 
Awaiting hearing in first fiscal 
committee.

SB 352 (Stone):
Income taxes: 
withholding: real 
property sales.

SB 352 would end the withholding requirement on 
most sales of real estate interests when the seller 
resides in California. CLTA has offered clarifying 
amendments to state that it is the buyer’s legal 
obligation to determine whether or not certain sellers 
of real property are subject to withholding.

CLTA submitted clarifying 
amendments. Currently 
awaiting hearing in first fiscal 
committee.

SB 50 (Allen): 
Federal public lands: 
conveyances.

SB 50 would void any conveyance of federal public 
lands in California, unless the State Lands Commission 
was provided a right of first refusal or the right to 
transfer the property to another entity.

CLTA opposed. Currently 
awaiting hearing in first fiscal 
committee.

SB 33 (Dodd):
Arbitration 
Agreements

Senate Bill 33 (Dodd) originally prohibited contractual 
arbitration agreements for claims involving fraud, 
identity theft, and wrongful use of personal identifying 
information. The bill was amended to narrow the 
arbitration prohibition only to financial institutions 
where the institution unlawfully used a customer’s 
personal information and fraudulently created a 
customer relationship without the customer’s consent.

CLTA opposed. CLTA joined 
coalition opposing the bill, 
including lenders and others.

SB 242 (Skinner):
Property Assessed 
Clean Energy

SB 242 places new requirements on PACE program 
administrators regarding eligible improvements, 
contractual requirements, and advertising. CLTA has 
argued that the bill should implement additional 
consumer protections, such as an assessment of a 
borrower’s ability-to-repay, and the incorporation of FTC 
rules into PACE loan contracts to protect consumers.

CLTA opposed unless 
amended. Awaiting action on 
the Senate floor.
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2016 Legislative Activity
Legislation:

BILL OUTCOME NOTES

AB 2143 (Irwin):
Electronic Recording

AB 2143 would authorize a county recorder to enter 
into a contract with an authorized submitter, other than 
a title company or institutional lender, for electronic 
recording. The bill also expands recording to digital 
documents rather than just digitized documents. 
An authorized submitter that is not a title company 
or lender would have to provide proof of financial 
responsibility by providing evidence of general liability 
coverage of at least one million dollars.

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.

AB 2291 (Achadjian):
Property Taxes: 
Partial Payment Fees 

AB 2291 allows a county tax collector to charge a 
fee to recover the reasonable costs of instituting 
and maintaining an arrangement to accept partial 
payments of delinquent taxes on tax-defaulted 
property.

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.

AB 1779 (Gatto):
Transfer on Death 
Deed

As amended, AB 1779 would require the California 
Law Revision Commission to study the feasability of 
an expansion of the revocable TOD deed to include 
transfers to an entity, including a trust. 

CLTA neutral. Signed into law 
in 2016.

AB 1974 (Gallagher):
Re-recording

AB 1974 amends the recording law to require that 
documents that are re-recorded generally be executed 
and acknowledged as new documents and contain a 
notation on the face specifying the reason for the re-
recording.

CLTA neutral. Signed into law 
in 2016.

AB 2263 (Baker):
Address 
Confidentiality

AB 2263 seeks to bring uniformity to the confidentiality 
protections for Safe at Home (SAH) program 
participants, regardless of whether their participation is 
based on their status as victims of domestic violence, 
stalking, or sexual assault, or whether it is based on 
their status as a patient, employee, or volunteer at a 
reproductive health care clinic.  

Under AB 2263 no person, business, or association, 
with certain exceptions, shall publicly post or display on 
the Internet the address of an SAH program participant 
who has made a written demand to not disclose the 
home address of the program participant. Also, a 
participant’s residing spouse or child is protected. 

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.
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2016 Legislative Activity (cont.)
Legislation:

BILL OUTCOME NOTES

SB 940 (Vidak):
Eminent Domain: 
Right of First Refusal

SB 940 requires the High Speed Rail Authority to sell 
or exchange real property no longer necessary for high 
speed rail. The property would have to first be offered 
at fair market value to the person, or his or her next of 
kin, from whom the property was acquired.

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.

AB 2693 (Dababneh):
Property Assessed 
Clean Energy

AB 2693 adds criteria that would prohibit a property 
owner from participating in the PACE program. Among 
the reasons for prohibiting PACE program participation 
are a failure for the owner to receive an Integrated 
Mortgage Disclosure, or the PACE financing plus the 
mortgage exceeding the fair market value of the 
property. The failure of a public agency to comply 
with the provisions of the law makes the contractual 
obligations void.

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.

SB 602 (Monning):
Seismic Safety 
Improvement 
Assessments

SB 602 would allow homeowners to apply for 
financing from the California Earthquake Authority 
for the purpose of installing seismic stabilization 
improvements on their property.

The underlying expansion of PACE/HERO-type 
assessments that the legislation would implement 
does  not adequately protect California homeowners  
who often do not realize until they are already in 
escrow that they cannot refinance home loans or sell 
their property unless they fully repay the  loan.

CLTA Opposed. Bill failed 
passage.

AB 2881 (Comm. on 
Judiciary):
Publication of Notice

AB 2881 would change the various laws requiring 
publication of notices in judicial districts. These 
changes impact the publication of notices relating to 
foreclosure sales. 

Specifically, this bill would: re-designate the districts 
used for publishing legal notice as “public notice 
districts”; codify simplified “public notice district” 
descriptions, which are based on the areas comprising 
former judicial districts; and authorize a newspaper 
certified to publish notice in a particular judicial district 
to publish notice in the successor public notice district.

CLTA neutral subsequent 
to accepted amendments. 
Signed into law in 2016.
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2016 Legislative Activity (cont.)
Legislation:

BILL OUTCOME NOTES

SB 1233 (McGuire):
Water Bill Savings Act

Senate Bill 1233 authorizes a joint powers authority to 
issue bonds to finance water efficiency improvements.  
Customers making the improvements would see an 
efficiency charge on their bill that would run with 
the title of the property.  The local agency would be 
required to record a notice of the efficiency charge in 
order to impart constructive notice to all persons.

CLTA neutral subsequent to 
accepted amendments. Bill 
failed passage.

SCA 5 (Hancock):  
Local government 
finance.

Proposition 13 property tax limitations would  change 
under a constitutional amendment proposed by 
Senators Loni Hancock and Holly Mitchell.  Senate 
Constitutional Amendment (SCA) 5, to assess 
commercial and industrial properties at their market 
value, after a phase-in period. 

CLTA on coalition in 
opposition. Bill failed passage.

SB 1150 (Leno):
Successors in 
interest.

Senate Bill 1150 would prohibit a mortgage servicer, 
upon notification that a borrower has died, from 
recording a notice of default until the mortgage 
servicer takes certain steps. These steps include 
requesting reasonable documentation of the death of 
the borrower from a claimant, who is someone claiming 
to be a successor in interest, who is not a party to the 
loan or promissory note and providing a reasonable 
period of time for the claimant to present the requested 
documentation. The bill deems a claimant a successor 
in interest upon receipt by a mortgage servicer of the 
reasonable documentation regarding the claimant’s 
status.

Opposed by CLTA. Signed into 
law in 2016.
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2016/17 CLTA Form Filings
Title Forms:

Based upon the recommendation of the Forms and Practices Committee, and  approval of the Board, the 
CLTA made several major form filings with the Department of Insurance.  

Policy, Endorsement, and Committment Filed September 2, 2016

The CLTA filed new endorsements for issuance with either Owner’s or Loan Policies. The endorsements 
contemplate the apportionment of liability by a co-insurer if multiple title insurance policies are being 
issued on separate tracts of land.  A new multiple tax parcel endorsement was filed that is similar to the 
current multiple tax parcel endorsement, except without the insurance regarding priority of easements 
over taxes applicable to the servient estate. The existing multiple tax parcel endorsement remains 
available for use. 

The revised ALTA Commitment for Title Insurance updates and consolidates the two 2006 versions of the 
ALTA Commitment forms: the ALTA Commitment Form and the ALTA Plain Language Committment Form.

Co-Insurance - Multiple Policies

Interim Binder, Endorsement, and Guarantee Filed December 8, 2016

The CLTA Interim Binder was amended to clarify the date of termination. The new Interim Binder form 
makes it clear that a policy will be issued as of the date of the binder upon request with the same vesting 
shown in Schedule A of the binder subject only to the exceptions in Schedule B. In the alternative, if 
certain underwriting conditions are satisfied prior to the expiration of binder period of time as set forth 
in the Interim Binder, then a title insurer will issue a policy in favor of the grantee or lender as of the date 
of recording an instrument, insuring the estate, interest or lien subject only to Schedule B exceptions, 
the provisions of the applicable title insurance policy, any intervening matters that appear in the Public 
Records and off record matters disclosed after the Interim Binder issuance date. The Interim Binder form 
terminates upon the issuance of a policy.

The Extension endorsement is new and unique to the Interim Binder product. This endorsement may be 
issued upon request prior to the expiration of the original term of the Interim Binder which operates to 
extend the term of the Interim Binder by a certain number of days.

CLTA Guarantee Form 22 was revised to refer to “public notice” districts instead of “judicial” districts in 
light of AB 2881, Chapter 703 which went into effect on January 1, 2017.

New CLTA Interim Binder Filed
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Extension Endorsement for Interim Binder

Policies Withdrawn September 2, 2016

New ALTA forms adopted in 2015 effectively replaced the ALTA Expanded Coverage Residential Loan 
Policy and ALTA Short Form Expanded Coverage Residential Loan Policy. Therefore, the forms were 
withdrawn.

ALTA Expanded Coverage Policies Withdrawn

Trustee’s Sale Guarantee Form 

Commitment Form Updates Consolidates Forms
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Endorsements and Guarantee Filed February 16, 2017

The insuring clause of the CLTA 104.7-06 endorsement was changed to modify the reference to the 
exception with respect to “any assignment of rents prior to the assignement of rents contained in the 
Insured Mortgage other than as set forth in any instrument referred to in Schedule B.”

Six endorsement forms were updated to modify the headings to be more descriptive and add an optional 
date to the witness clause. 

A Trustee’s Sale Guarantee was revised to correctly reflect an amendment to Civil Code Section 2924f(b)
(1), which refers to posting requirements, while (b)(2) addresses newspaper publication. A minor 
correction regarding paragraph two of the Information Notes Section of CLTA Guarantee Form 22 was 
made to correctly reflect the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) as described prior to March 2016.

Assignment of Rents/Leases - Endorsement Changes Insuring Clause

Headings and Witness Clauses Modified

2016/17 CLTA Form Filings (cont.)
Title Forms:

Trustee’s Sale Guarantee Changed to Reflect Legislation



LITIGATION



24  |  CLTA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT REPORT TO MEMBERSHIP

Phillips v. America’s Wholesale 
Lenders - Voidable Transfers

Litigation:

The CLTA filed an amicus curiae brief in the California Court of Appeal for the Fifth Appellate District. 
The CLTA made the argument that a transfer that allegedly breaches a Pooling and Servicing Agreement 
(PAS) is not void, but merely voidable under New York law consistent with New York law and the standard 
articulated by the California Supreme Court distinguishing between void and voidable transfers. The CLTA 
believes its argument is consistent with the policy behind non-judicial foreclosures to be less expensive 
and less problematic than judicial foreclosures.  Utlimately, the appellant on whose behalf the CLTA filed 
the brief, filed a request with the Court of Appeal to dismiss the appeal. In January, after the case was 
settled, the appeal was dismissed.   

Francis v. JP Morgan Chase Bank, 
N.A. - Equitable Subordination

Litigation:

In February the CLTA asked the Second District Court of Appeal to publish Francis.  An unpublished 
case is not able to be cited to courts in future litigation.  The Court’s opinion catalogues numerous 
equitable subordination cases in a single source provided guidance for courts and lawyers.  The opinion 
distinguished the doctrine of equitable subordination in the surety/insurance context, which is sometimes 
confusing. Significantly, the opinion also confirmed that a lender’s actual knowledge is insufficient to deny 
the lender equitable subordination. Nevertheless, the Court ultimately declined to publish the opinion. 

Kirk v. First American Title 
Company  -  Filed Rates

Litigation:

The CLTA Litigation Committee approved requesting the Second District Court of Appeal to certify for 
publication its decision in Kirk.  In Kirk, the court addressed the scope of the civil immunity provisions 
relating to sub-escrow rate filings and whether a judicial interpretation of an allegedly ambiguous rate 
constitutes an immunized rate making activity. The Court also applied the fair market measure of 
restitution under the Unfair Competition Law.  The request to publish received opposition and the Court 
ultimately decided to keep the opinion unpublished. 
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CLTA Policy & Endorsement Forms
and CLTA Manual Now Online

Publications:

Annual Summary of Legislation
Publications:

The 2016 Annual Summary of Legislation was completed and distributed in December 2016. The 
Summary outlined bills of interest to the title insurance industry that were enacted in 2016. The Summary 
of Legislation was released in a high-resolution electronic format, complete with live hyperlinks to 
chaptered bill text and exclusive web content.

As an ongoing feature, the 2016 edition of the CLTA Summary contained brief summaries of new legal 
cases important to the title industry. The case summaries, complete with citations, contain live links to the 
respective court opinions.

Directory of Members
Publications:

The 2017 Directory was printed and distributed to CLTA members as one of the many CLTA member 
benefits. The CLTA sends ten complimentary copies of the annual Directory to each member title company. 
Additional copies can be purchased through the CLTA by both members and non-members. Members 
receive substantial discounts in the purchasing price of additional directories.

In addition, an electronic, searchable version of the Member Directory, entitled the CLTA eDirectory, is 
available on the CLTA website.

After extensive testing, the CLTA in August 2016 moved the CLTA Manual and P&E Forms publications to 
an online format and ceased issuing the publications on CD-ROM. The online format gives subscribers 
a secure, single sign-on; real-time updates; the ability to search print, and export forms; and navigation 
within the publication similar to the prior CD-ROM version. 

New Online Format and 2016 Release:



POLITICAL ACTION
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CLTA-PAC
Political Action: 

The CLTA continues to emphasize its Political Action Committee, CLTA-PAC. Under the continued leadership 
of Chair Steve Tjaden, CLTA-PAC has continued raising contributions to support the title industry’s political 
efforts.

At its 110th Annual Convention, the CLTA will hold its Seventh Annual Silent Auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting the CLTA-PAC.

The CLTA Political Action Committee had a very successful year, making over $20,000 in contributions to 
12 candidates for legislative offices. The PAC has so-far received over $64,000 in voluntary contributions 
from CLTA members, including individual contributions. The message remains that every contribution to 
CLTA- PAC counts.

Fundraising goal for 2016-2017
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Title Action Network
Political Action: 

California membership in the Title Action Network (TAN) remains strong and leads the nation at 891 
members. TAN membership in California was mobilized in March 2017 to express to federal legislators the 
need for reform at the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.



COMMUNICATION &
EDUCATION



Claims Awareness Hot Sheet
Communication & Education:

The CLTA released two editions of its Claims Awareness Hot Sheet, in August 2016 and January 2017. 
The Hot Sheets are sent to CLTA membership in electronic form at no charge. The covered topics in the 
publications varied from property access coverage to clouds on title.

CLTA eNews
Communication & Education:

The CLTA eNews is published and distributed monthly to over 1,000 recipients, allowing the CLTA to provide 
current information to its members in a regular, timely fashion.

The CLTA eNews showcases issues important to the title and escrow industries, including new legislation, 
recent court decisions, as well as other industry-related news, such as form filings and regulatory activity.   

Examples of subjects covered in the publication include:

• Association news, including the addition of member companies, implementation of new member 
benefits, including online access to the CLTA Manual and P&E forms, and publication updates.

• Legislative and political developments in the state capitol, including updates on real estate and title 
insurance industry bills, the political climate and the state budget.

• News impacting title operations, including regulatory activities, court decisions, and revised title forms.
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CLTA News Express
Communication & Education:

The CLTA electronically distributes numerous News Express bulletins to the title industry on topics ranging 
from legislation to issues impacting business practices. Examples of topics covered within the publication 
include the following:
 

• The implementation of Geographical Targeting Orders by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network in 
California housing markets

• The signing of legislation by the Governor to increase the cap on notary fees
• Verbal clarification by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network on Geographical Targeting Orders
• Publication of the California Land Title Association’s Annual Summary of Legislation
• Notification to CLTA membership of the change in format of the CLTA Manual and CLTA Policy and 

Endorsement Forms from CD-ROM to online-based
• Announcement of newly available education opportunities, including CLTA webinars, on topics ranging 

from New Laws and Cases to Recognizing and Preventing Common Fraud Claims

Educational Webinars
Communication & Education:

The CLTA, sometimes in conjunction with other trade associations, conducts several webinars every year in 
order to udpate CLTA members on current issues. This past year, CLTA organized the following webinars:

New Laws /
New Cases 2016

A range of new laws was discussed in this webinar, 
including re-recording, notice of foreclosure, and 
notarization.  Also covered were a number of new cases 
dealing with issues on title transfer without deed, 
wetlands, and implied dedication.

Thomas Imperiale
Laura Lowe
Cynthia Long
Craig Page

Bankruptcy Basics This webinar focused on the role of bankruptcy and 
its purpose, including a description of chapters and 
courts, explanation of terminology and a review of the 
documentation necessary to review to insure title.  The 
application of bankruptcy in a foreclosure along with 
bankruptcy remedies was also covered.

Thomas Imperiale
Roy McGrath
Dante Sergent

TOPIC SPEAKERS NOTES

Recognizing and 
Preventing Common 
Fraud Claims

This webinar focused on recognizing several common 
causes of fraud claims, including forgery, elder abuse, 
and other red flags, and best practices for prevention. 

Emilie Fox
Thomas Imperiale
Randy Paslay

FinCEN Order This webinar, presented in conjunction with the 
American Land Title Association, outlined the FinCEN 
geographic targeting order issued in August 2016, and 
how to comply.

Steve Gottheim
Lawrence Scheinert
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CLTA Notifies Members of FinCEN 
GTOs for U.S. Housing Markets

Communication & Education:

The CLTA communicated to its members the issuance of Geographic Targeting Orders (GTOs) for a number 
of U.S. housing markets, including several within California, which became effective August 28, 2016. In a 
statement, CLTA Executive Vice President and Counsel Craig Page said that “CLTA will be doing everything 
we can to provide our members with the information and means they need to properly comply with” the 
new reporting requirements. 

The CLTA also offered a free webinar, produced in conjunction with the American Land Title Association, 
on the GTOs to members with FinCEN representatives, and separately communicated verbal clarification 
from FinCEN on several aspects of the GTOs, including multiple buyers, 1031 exchanges, and vacant lots, 
which it also communicated to membership. The CLTA also established a members-only “FinCEN Resource 
Center” on its newly updated website to act as an information hub for members.

Transition of CLTA Publications to 
Online Format

Communication & Education:

CLTA notified membership of the transition of two key CLTA publications -- the CLTA Manual and CLTA Policy 
and Endorsement Forms -- from a CD-ROM-based to online-based format in 2016. Communications to 
members detailed how to access and use the publications in their new format, as well as when existing 
formats would expire and become inaccessible. 
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CLTA Convention
Communication & Education:

The CLTA’s 110th Annual Convention is being held May 21st-23rd, 2017, at the Silverado Resort and Spa 
in Napa, CA. Convention events include the Icebreaker Reception, a Business Program featuring speakers 
and topics ranging from the rapidly changing landscape of eNotarization technology to cannabis and title 
insurance, as well as the President’s Dinner and CLTA-PAC Silent Auction.
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